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I am 20 years old and love hip hop and feminism. I was pissed off about women and 
hip hop. I was no longer satisfied complaining. I wanted to be active and do 
something productive, and that is how Mommaâ€™s Hip Hop Kitchen: The Soup 
Kitchen for the Hip Hop Soul (MHHK) began.

I know this sounds trite, but God does work in mysterious ways. I almost did not end 
up going to Atlanta this summer to attend the US Social Forum as a Reproductive 
Justice Youth Ambassador with Choice USA. If I didnâ€™t go then I would have 
never met Lah Tere from Rebel Diaz (my partner in crime with this event) and I 
would have never been inspired to engage in social justice activism through art — 
especially through the medium of hip hop. If I had not applied to work at PEP, then 
I would have never received the guidance to create a new project, and explore my 
passions, and create a connection with it and reproductive justice. Funny thing is 
days before I even emailed Lah Tere she had a dream to do something similar. Our 
paths crossed and this amazing event came into fruition.

I am at the happiest point in my life right now. I am doing what I love and I feel the 
love coming from others as well. When I sent the fundraising letters out, I said in it 
every little bit will count, and Iâ€™ve received small amounts to more generous 
amounts. It doesnâ€™t matter. Every person, no matter if they are pro-choice or 
pro-life, wealthier, or struggling, the fact that they felt connected in some way to 
this event means the world to me. Iâ€™ve received donations from some of the 
most conservative people that I know, but they donated to this event because they 
believe in changing the face of hip hop and women. 

Last night I held the Meet nâ€™ Greet for the artists last night participating in 
MHHK. Last night when we all sat around the circle someone said that we arenâ€™t â
€œchanging hip hop, but we are changing how hip hop treats women.â€• Last night 
made me feel so wonderful. I wish I could express my self better with words, but at 
the current moment I cannot. We gathered in East Harlem in a donated space and 
sat around a room in chairs. We began with the simple act of introducing ourselves. 
We said who were, why we were there, and what this event means to us.
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Some of the comments made last night around this event were:

â€œThis event holds us as women and ourselves to a higher level.â€•

â€œThis is feminist leadership through the medium of hip hop.â€•

â€œWe can aim high and be up here.â€•

However, the comment that meant the most to me, came from a participant that 
initially did not want to do the event because there is a pro-choice aspect to it, but 
when it is looked at through a reproductive justice framework, the issue is not just 
abortion, its about the broader spectrum of social justice issues such as economic 
and political discrimination, racial injustice, and the hierarchies of race and class that 
exist in the US and abroad. 

The comment that was made was â€œItâ€™s not what I feel; itâ€™s about what 
everyone deserves to chooseâ€•. While she mentioned that she would emphasize 
not choosing abortion, she did recognize an individual womanâ€™s right to 
determine her own reproductive destiny. 

It became personal for me when one artist said she felt she â€œlost some of [her] 
artistic sideâ€• but this event awoken her spirit. When she entered the working 
world, she had to focus all of her energy on supporting herself and just surviving. 
She thought she would have to give away her artist side and her passion of singing. 
It was tough for her to come to terms with why she â€œcouldnâ€™t have 
somethingâ€• she wanted â€œso bad but couldnâ€™t have at the timeâ€•. She felt 
so honored that we asked her to be a performer at MHHK, but the truth is that I am 
so honored that she even accepted and agreed to our invitation. These amazing 
female artists are doing this purely because they want to create change. We want 
our daughters, sisters, nieces, etcâ€¦ to realize that hip hop is a vehicle of change, 
and women demand and will receive respect. We women as people are multifaceted 
and we have all this love and oneness. We are reclaiming hip hop and the abuse that 
we have suffered in the past. We will forgive, but wonâ€™t forget. But we will move 
on. We are starting a movement to save the soul of women in the world.

Please check out the wonderful talented ladies for MHHK!:

Lah Tere of Rebel Diaz 

Patty Dukes 

Attiyah 

Zera Priestess 

Ce-Ce 

Free Flowin of Read Nex 

DJ Laylo 

DJ Chela 

DJ Soyo 

JLove

Friduccia

Barbara la Guerrera 

Hilda

Yaya of Domestic Apes 

Ne Ne Ali 

●     US Social Forum (12) 
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●     RH Reality Check Cross-Post 

(8) 
●     election (16) 
●     Choice Read (3) 
●     research (4) 
●     Roe vs. Wade (10) 
●     Sexually Transmitted 

Infections (4) 
●     Immigration (1) 
●     Religion (1) 
●     Choice Movies (0) 
●     Choice Movie (1) 

Archives

●     April 2008 (5)
●     March 2008 (50)
●     February 2008 (48)
●     January 2008 (56)
●     December 2007 (27)
●     November 2007 (33)
●     October 2007 (42)
●     September 2007 (21)
●     August 2007 (28)
●     July 2007 (26)

Blog Roll 

Angry Black Bitch 

Black Feminism 
Curvature  
Echidne of the Snakes  
Feminist Blogs  
Feministe  
Feministing 

Feminists Without Borders  
I am Emily X   
The League of Young Voters  
Nuestra Vida, Nuestra Voz  
Our Bodies, Our Blog  

Pandagon  
Pink Wave Feminism  

Planned Parenthood Action 
Illinois  

Pro-Choice Carnival  

Sexing the Cherry  

Scarleteen  
Trailer Park Feminist  
WIMN's Voices 

http://www.choiceusa.org/index.php?option=com_jd-wp&Itemid=80&p=456 (2 of 3)4/1/2008 5:57:58 PM

http://www.myspace.com/lahtere86
http://www.myspace.com/pattydukesnyc
http://www.myspace.com/exceptionallyatiyya
http://www.myspace.com/zerapriestess
http://www.myspace.com/cececarpio
http://www.myspace.com/freeflowin
http://www.myspace.com/djlaylo
http://www.myspace.com/djchela
http://www.choiceusa.org/www.myspace.com/djsoyo
http://www.myspace.com/barbaralaguerrera
http://www.myspace.com/neneali
http://www.choiceusa.org/index.php?option=com_jd-wp&Itemid=80&cat=25
http://www.choiceusa.org/index.php?option=com_jd-wp&Itemid=80&cat=26
http://www.choiceusa.org/index.php?option=com_jd-wp&Itemid=80&cat=27
http://www.choiceusa.org/index.php?option=com_jd-wp&Itemid=80&cat=28
http://www.choiceusa.org/index.php?option=com_jd-wp&Itemid=80&cat=29
http://www.choiceusa.org/index.php?option=com_jd-wp&Itemid=80&cat=30
http://www.choiceusa.org/index.php?option=com_jd-wp&Itemid=80&cat=31
http://www.choiceusa.org/index.php?option=com_jd-wp&Itemid=80&cat=32
http://www.choiceusa.org/index.php?option=com_jd-wp&Itemid=80&cat=33
http://www.choiceusa.org/index.php?option=com_jd-wp&Itemid=80&cat=33
http://www.choiceusa.org/index.php?option=com_jd-wp&Itemid=80&cat=34
http://www.choiceusa.org/index.php?option=com_jd-wp&Itemid=80&cat=35
http://www.choiceusa.org/index.php?option=com_jd-wp&Itemid=80&cat=36
http://www.choiceusa.org/index.php?option=com_jd-wp&Itemid=80&cat=37
http://www.choiceusa.org/index.php?option=com_jd-wp&Itemid=80&m=200804
http://www.choiceusa.org/index.php?option=com_jd-wp&Itemid=80&m=200803
http://www.choiceusa.org/index.php?option=com_jd-wp&Itemid=80&m=200802
http://www.choiceusa.org/index.php?option=com_jd-wp&Itemid=80&m=200801
http://www.choiceusa.org/index.php?option=com_jd-wp&Itemid=80&m=200712
http://www.choiceusa.org/index.php?option=com_jd-wp&Itemid=80&m=200711
http://www.choiceusa.org/index.php?option=com_jd-wp&Itemid=80&m=200710
http://www.choiceusa.org/index.php?option=com_jd-wp&Itemid=80&m=200709
http://www.choiceusa.org/index.php?option=com_jd-wp&Itemid=80&m=200708
http://www.choiceusa.org/index.php?option=com_jd-wp&Itemid=80&m=200707
http://angryblackbitch.blogspot.com/
http://echidneofthesnakes.blogspot.com/
http://thecurvature.com/
http://feministblogs.org/
http://feministe.us/blog/
http://www.feministblogs.org/
http://feministswithoutborders.blogspot.com/
http://www.iamemilyx.blogspot.com/
http://theleague.com/blog
http://latinainstitute.wordpress.com/
http://www.ourbodiesourblog.org/
http://pandagon.blogsome.com/
http://jessharo.blogspot.com/
http://ppaurora.blogspot.com/
http://ppaurora.blogspot.com/
http://prochoicecarnival.wordpress.com/
http://www.sexing-the-cherry.blogspot.com/
http://www.scarleteen.com/
http://trailerparkfeminist.blogspot.com/
http://www.wimnonline.org/WIMNsVoicesBlog/


Choice USA - Leadership for a Pro-Choice Future

ABGirl 

L!L! 

Viki Ayress

Nusaiba a.k.a. L.E.G.A.C.Y. 

Hosted by: Lynx Garcia from ExtravaGangsta Radio 

This entry was posted on Thursday, February 14th, 2008 at 3:06 pm and is filed under 
activism, youth leadership. You can leave a response, or trackback from your own 

site. 

Leave a Reply

 Name (required)

 Mail (will not be published) (required)

 Website

  

Entries (RSS) and Comments (RSS). 

Reproductive Rights Prof Blog  
Reproductive Rights Blog 
RH Reality Check   

Warrior Prose  

 

E-Newsletter Signup 

Click Here to sign up for our 
newsletter > 

Chapter Sign In 

 

  
register >       

What Exactly Do We Do? 
Learn more about the causes we 
fight for and why we do it. 
more>  

  

 

HomeSitemapPrivacy PolicyBlogWhat Do You Care About?Contact Us

Choice USA, 1317 F Street NW, Suite 501, Washington, DC 20004 

http://www.choiceusa.org/index.php?option=com_jd-wp&Itemid=80&p=456 (3 of 3)4/1/2008 5:57:58 PM

http://www.myspace.com/abgirlpk
http://www.myspace.com/yagirl_lili
http://www.choiceusa.org/www.myspace.com/legacythealbum
http://www.myspace.com/supersizespanishfly
http://www.choiceusa.org/index.php?option=com_jd-wp&Itemid=80&cat=3
http://www.choiceusa.org/index.php?option=com_jd-wp&Itemid=80&cat=10
http://www.choiceusa.org/components/com_jd-wp/wp-trackback.php?p=456
http://www.choiceusa.org/index.php?option=com_jd-wp&Itemid=80&feed=rss2
http://www.choiceusa.org/index.php?option=com_jd-wp&Itemid=80&feed=comments-rss2
http://lawprofessors.typepad.com/reproductive_rights/
http://cara.typepad.com/
http://www.rhrealitycheck.org/
http://napawf.org/blog/
http://www.democracyinaction.org/dia/organizationsORG/choiceusa/signUp.jsp?key=1046
http://www.democracyinaction.org/dia/organizationsORG/choiceusa/signUp.jsp?key=1046
http://www.choiceusa.org/index.php?option=com_jcrmregister
http://www.choiceusa.org/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=99&Itemid=25
http://www.facebook.com/group.php?gid=2207820295
http://groups.myspace.com/choiceusa
http://www.choiceusa.org/index.php?option=com_frontpage&Itemid=63
http://www.choiceusa.org/index.php?option=com_joomap&Itemid=64
http://www.choiceusa.org/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=112&Itemid=65
http://www.choiceusa.org/index.php?option=com_jd-wp&Itemid=80
http://www.choiceusa.org/index.php?option=com_contact&task=view&contact_id=1&Itemid=67
http://www.choiceusa.org/index.php?option=com_contact&catid=24&Itemid=128

	choiceusa.org
	Choice USA - Leadership for a Pro-Choice Future


	ABHEAFJBDONECCCCKCNALCMKKJLIOAKL: 
	form1: 
	x: 
	f1: [0]


	form2: 
	x: 
	f1: 
	f2: 
	f3: 
	f4: 
	f7: 456

	f5: Submit Comment
	f6: 

	form3: 
	x: 
	f1: Username
	f2: 
	f4: login
	f5: login
	f6: english
	f7: http://www.choiceusa.org/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=160&Itemid=102
	f8: 0
	f9: 1

	f3: 




